INTERVIEWS
CANDIDATES FOR PHARMACIST LICENSURE

ALABAMA STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

NOV 10, 2015
On Tuesday November 10, 2015, PRESIDENT DAN MCCONAGHY called the Board to order at 1:30pm.  Those present were:

DAN MCCONAGHY

President

TIM MARTIN


Vice-President
BUDDY BUNCH  


Treasurer


DAVID DARBY


Member


DONNA YEATMAN

Member
WENDY CULVERHOUSE
ABSENT:
NONE
PRESIDENT MCCONAGHY presented __24__ candidates seeking licensure to the Board:

By Reciprocity:


Ciantel Adair Blyler

North Carolina


Rickey Allan Chambers

Tennessee


Richard E. Collins


New York


Katrina S. Dirkes


Tennessee


Kimberly D. Epps


Tennessee



Dmitriy Gelfand


New York

Ronnie Gray


Arkansas


Brian Thomas Hardy

Oregon


Lauren Pickering Harris

Tennessee


Michael A. L. Jobe


Indiana



Mary Bell McKinney

Louisiana


Heather A. Mulvihill

Texas


Kyle Robert Mains

Tennessee


Bobby Nguyen


Mississippi


Randall J. Novak


New Jersey


Orlando Palmer


Georgia


Nehal R. Patel


Michigan


Jonathan Pharr


Mississippi


Wesley Joe Skalak


Texas

Gregory M Stites


Kansas


Jacob Thomas Stolz

Kansas


Danny Man Tran


Oregon


Shauna Merkes Wilson

Florida


Anna Hood Young


Mississippi

MEMBER TIM MARTIN welcomed the candidates for licensure, asked them to communicate their names, pharmacy school they attended and where they intended to work in Alabama or reason for reciprocating.  
MEMBER DAVID DARBY introduced himself as an Auburn University graduate. He informed the candidates that he was elected as a candidate at large for a five (5) year term beginning January 1, 2014.  He has lived in Andalusia around thirty (30) years and currently he and his wife, who is also a pharmacist, opened their first pharmacy in 1997 and their second a couple of years ago.  Prior to owning his own pharmacies, he worked his first fourteen (14) years for a chain retail pharmacy.  Mr. Darby then moved on to the issue of drug diversion. It is a real problem, but not a new problem. His first encounter with diversion was as a district supervisor. One of his pharmacists had taken one-hundred & fifty (150) pints of Tussionex over six (6) months. Later in his district supervisor role, he had to confront a technician who had taken over 100,000 Lortab. That is when it really hit home with him what a problem this is and how colleagues could escape suspicion and be capable of such erroneous behavior.  He advised the candidates that these types of situations can take place in retail, hospital, mailorder…any setting. Everyone has a system in place, but the system fails. We, as pharmacists, must maintain vigilance. 
VICE PRESIDENT TIM MARTIN introduced himself and informed the candidates that he is the institutional pharmacist appointed by Alabama Governor, Robert Bentley. He is the Director of Pharmacy for four hospitals within the DCH Hospital System. Locations include Tuscaloosa, Fayette, Carrollton and Northport, Alabama that combined has a total of 1,000 beds.   He is in his fourth year of serving on the Board. Licensure candidates were informed that pharmacy is an “at risk position”. A recent survey of health professionals included pharmacists, nurses and doctors, indicate that 1 out of 6 will become impaired.  Be an exception, not a statistic. Don’t settle for average. He informed the candidates of the Board of the Pharmacy Wellness Program and of the tremendous job of the Program’s Administrator, Dr. Mike Garver.  He stated that the Board had heard nineteen (19) cases the day before. Some were pharmacists or technicians who self-reported. Others were reported by colleagues. If you ever need help or have a coworker that needs help, call the Board. And just remember, finding a job is hard, finding a new career is harder. He closed by welcoming and congratulating the candidates.
At that point MEMBER DONNA YEATMAN gave a background on herself as a chain pharmacist, appointed by Governor Robert Bentley and has begun to serve her five (5) year term effective January 1, 2015. Donna stated she is a third generation pharmacist and practically grew up in a community pharmacy. She has worked as a hospital, mail order & retail pharmacist. She is currently a District Manager for a major retail chain.  Remember that you, as a pharmacist, have a corresponding duty to evaluate and make justifiable decisions when filling each prescription. You do not blindly fill prescriptions just because a physician wrote them. We are in a critical place in healthcare. Make sure you understand the laws and rules because the Board will treat you like an Alabama based pharmacist once you receive your license. To be a pharmacist is an honor and a privilege.
TREASURER BUDDY BUNCH introduced himself and informed the candidates that he was appointed by Governor Bently to serve as the community pharmacist representative. He is now his third year on the Board.  He began work with Harco Pharmacy in 1980 and in 1997 opened his own pharmacy, Bunch Pharmacy, in Guntersville, Alabama.  He advised the candidates ‘don’t get into bad habits’.  You may work under or with a pharmacist that has gotten comfortable bending or breaking the laws or may not even remember the law. Pharmacists must stay aware of changes and modifications to the laws. For newly graduated candidates, Mr. Bunch reiterated to use common sense. If a CII prescription doesn’t look right, don’t feel obligated to fill it. He reminded the candidates that the ALBOP website has a wealth of information on it including a Question& Answer section which should answer some questions most commonly presented to the Board Office for clarification.   It is easier to ask for permission than forgiveness.  Don’t ever be afraid to reach out to any one of us. Congratulations. 

PRESIDENT DAN MCCONAGHY introduced himself stated that he was from Satsuma, Alabama and informed the candidates that his position on the Board is an at-large position and is voted on by all licensed pharmacists in the State of Alabama.  His father was a pharmacist and the family has owned the pharmacy since 1952. Dan said he had experience in many branches of pharmacy including independent pharmacy, home infusion, nursing homes and hospitals. He instructed the candidates to read the Supervising Pharmacist Rule, 680-X-2-.12, to become aware of the specific responsibilities in case one or more of them are offered and accept this designation.  Become involved in national, state, and local pharmacy associations.  This allows you to have a voice and often know what is coming down the pipeline prior to it taking place.  Pharmacy is a profession; not just a job. Also, be aware of out of state recruiters asking you to serve for their out of state pharmacy with your Alabama pharmacy license. This may compromise your license and your career. He closed by welcoming and congratulating all the candidates to Alabama.

Alabama Governor, Robert Bentley. He is the Director of Pharmacy for four hospitals within the DCH Hospital System. Locations include Tuscaloosa, Fayette, Carrollton and Northport, Alabama that combined has a total of 1,000 beds.   He is in his fourth year of serving on the Board. Licensure candidates were informed that pharmacy is an “at risk position”. A recent survey of health professionals included pharmacists, nurses and doctors, indicate that 1 out of 6 will become impaired.  Be an exception, not a statistic. Don’t settle for average. He informed the candidates of the Board of the Pharmacy Wellness Program and of the tremendous job of the Program’s Administrator, Dr. Mike Garver.  He stated that the Board had heard nineteen (19) cases the day before. Some were pharmacists or technicians who self-reported. Others were reported by colleagues. If you ever need help or have a coworker that needs help, call the Board. And just remember, finding a job is hard, finding a new career is harder. He closed by welcoming and congratulating the candidates.
Asking for questions from the candidates for licensure and hearing none, the interviews concluded with PRESIDENT MCCONAGHY welcoming each candidate to Alabama.
On a motion by PRESIDENT MCCONAGHY, second by MEMBER DONNA YATEMAN and a vote of ALL AYES, Alabama licensure was granted to _24___ candidates for pharmacist licensure pending completion of necessary forms, payment of fees, and collection of funds.  
At 2:30 p.m., the Board Meeting adjourned.
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___________________________


__________________________ 
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President  




Secretary

